Sixteen Year-olds and the Law

Under certain sections of New Hampshire State law, as in many states, a person is considered an adult at age sixteen.  Most juveniles are already aware that they are considered an adult at sixteen when it comes to motor vehicle law. Most sixteen year-olds realize that if they are caught speeding they will have to go to court; they are very cognizant of the responsibility that comes with their new driver’s license. 

But turning sixteen means a great deal under the law. Many sixteen year-olds don’t realize is that it isn’t the license that holds them to an adult standard of conduct. Rather, merely turning sixteen is what defines them as an adult. Also, the motor vehicle chapter contains numerous infractions that, to many, might seem unrelated to driving. Things like possessing somebody else’s license, possessing drugs or alcohol in a car or littering can carry criminal and administrative consequences.

NH law also defines sixteen-year-olds as an adult for laws relating to alcohol. 

In a proactive effort to educate sixteen-year-olds the Portsmouth Police Department, in cooperation with the Portsmouth School Department holds informational and celebratory classes.  Once a month, everybody that turns sixteen on that month, attends a twenty-five minute class.  The class is scheduled just before the lunch period. Pizza and soda are provided and the tenor is upbeat.  A key point of the class is the concept that the police do not make the law; the police are paid to enforce the law.  

Students learn what laws now define them as an adult. In addition to the aforementioned sections they learn about some of the obscure city ordinances that also define them as an adult.  They are also told that what some of the consequences are for violating the law. They also learn college applications, requests for financial aid, job applications and (military) security clearances are usually difficult for somebody with an adult criminal conviction. They also learn about the administrative consequences for violating the law.   

Questions and opinions are solicited and everybody leaves with a better understanding of their new responsibilities.  

