Laws for Sixteen Year Olds

I. Introduction and why you are here

A. Happy birthday from:

The Chief of Police and the entire Portsmouth PD

Forrest Ramsdell and Portsmouth High School

The Portsmouth PTO

B. Class objectives 

C.  Who I am/ what I do at the police department, structure of the police department

D. Why is this cop talking to me on my 16th birthday?

II. What are laws and which ones now apply?

A.Definitions

1.CHINS 

a. Who it covers (Under 18)

b. The philosophy-The objective is the welfare of the juvenile, however, the criminal and motor vehicle statutes take into account public safety and order.

2.Violations

3. Misdemeanors

a. Class A / penalties

b. Class B / penalties

4.Felony/ penalties

5. Why are there different categories?

a. Seriousness of the offense

b. Application-on violations and class B misdemeanors, you can’t be sentenced to jail.  That also means you don’t get an attorney appointed.  –Is that attorney free? Do the cops have to read me my rights? Please think critically…


B.Motor Vehicle Offenses

1. Do they just apply to people with driver licenses?


2. Laws under the motor vehicle statute that don’t involve driving

a. 236:27 Unlawful Posting and Advertising-can’t paint bridges   or fences (Violation).

b. 236:8 Damaging Guard Rails or Highway Signs (Violation)

c. 265:102 Littering-You can’t toss it

d. 265:103 the person driving is responsible (prima facie evidence)

e. 265:107-a Child Passenger Restraints Required-You’re driving, you’re responsible –story about seatbelts 12 year olds  and dogs in pickup trucks (repealed in 1997 to 18 yoa)/cheapest fine.

f. Hitchhiking 

f. 263:12 Prohibitions-Not your license (Misdemeanor)for the guy with the license and the guy that gave him the license.             

3. DUI


a.You already give consent for blood tests/breath tests


b. Legal BAC is .02%



how much is .02%?

4. City Ordinances


Skateboarding

Park Benches

Blocking the sidewalks

Open Container

C.Title XIII

1.What is title XIII?

2.Why are 16 year olds treated as an adult?

3.Laws

a. Unlawful possession/intoxication (179:10)

b. Prohibited sales (179:5)

c. Transporting of Alcohol by a Minor (Under 21 yoa)265:81a

III Consequences


1.Criminal penalties


2.Administrative suspensions


3.Criminal record


4. Future employment



a. scholarships / college admissions



b. security clearances for the military or other government jobs



c. bonding



d. higher insurance rates


5. Parent and family disappointment

IV Other relevant topics

1.The concept of police discretion

       
2.What to do if you’re pulled over


   Why you need to have your license with you

Is a police officer going to pull over a bank robber the same as somebody that doesn’t have his or her seatbelt on?


3.Loittering and Prowling


4.Resisting arrest or detention


5.Age of consent

V Open Forum/Questions
